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waste management activities of the depart-
ment." The suitability study found that, in
general, the technical quality of the haz-
ardous waste worker health and safety
training prepared under the NIEHS pro-
gram would meet DOE facility needs. The
program is cost-effective and provides spe-
cialized training to meet the needs ofspecif-
ic segments ofthe DOEworkforce.
The cleanup of the nation's nuclear
weapons complex will be the largest and
most costly environmental remediation
effort ever undertaken. The DOE current-
ly estimates that cleanup at the 14 primary
weapons complex sites in 13 states will take
more than 30 years, cost more than $100
billion, and employ thousands ofscientists,
engineers, technicians, and construction
workers.
A recent congressional report by the
Office of Technology Assessment states
that current DOE efforts to protect work-
ers involved in hazardous waste cleanup are
"hindered by a lack ofemphasis on occupa-
tional safety and health issues in Sup-
erfund and RCRA procedures." The
Office of Technology Assessment found
three structural flaws in DOE's worker pro-
tection: lack ofmanagement commitment
to occupational safety and health priorities,
insufficient professionally trained staff, and
lack of independent oversight and enforce-
ment ofDOE safety and health policies.
Applications for supplemental awards
to support training programs for nuclear
weapons site cleanup workers were submit-
ted to NIEHS during March 1993 and
will be evaluated through the regular NIH
peer review process. New awards for the
program will be made on 1 July 1993, and
training will begin at waste sites across the
country during September.
DeGray Awarded Walter J.
Johnson Prize
Janice DeGray, a postdoctoral fellow at
NIEHS, has been named the co-recipient
ofthe Walter J. Johnson Prize by the edi-
torial board of the Archives of Biochem-
istry and Biophysics. The prize includes
an expenses-paid trip to the American
Society of Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology/American Chemical Society Joint
Meeting in San Diego, California, in June
to receive the prize and a $5000 cash
award.
The prize is
presented by the
editorial board
every three years
to recognize scien-
tists within five
years of comple-
tion of their doc-
torates who pub-
lish the scientific Janic DeGray, co-r
papers of greatest cipientofthe 1993Walter
distinction. De- J.Johnson Prize.
Gray's paper, "Re-
duction of Paraquat and Related Bipyrid-
ylium Compounds to Free Radical Me-
tabolites by Rat Hepatocytes," was co-
authored with NIEHS colleagues D.N.
Ramakrishna Rao and Ronald P. Mason.
DeGray is in the Free Radical Metabolites
Workgroup of the NIEHS Laboratory of
Molecular Biophysics.
DeGray's study demonstrates that
paraquat and related herbicides are metab-
olized to free radicals by liver cells. These
free radicals are ultimately responsible for
the many deaths resulting from accidental
poisonings by these chemicals.
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Environmental Health Perspectives has Supplements
published monographs, comprehensive reviews, and
proceedings originating from conferences and symposia. This
tradition continues with publication ofthe Environmental Health
Perspectives Supplements. Volumes 98 and 99 ofthe Supplements
contain proceedings of the Conference on;
held in Kailua-Kona, Hawaii,
November 1991. The conference was sponsored bythe
International Agency for Research on Cancer in Lyon, France.
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